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MINUTES OF THE

MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE

STUDENT-ATHLETE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC)
Sunday, September 28, 2008 • Kendade 305 • 7 p.m.

Participants:

Jacquelyn “JJ” Archibald, Soccer

Becca Adikes, Cross Country

Katie Banaszak, Golf

Hannah Beatty, Training Room

Erin Cain, Basketball

Shea Callahan, Basketball

Elissa Center, Crew

Lora Ciborowski, Riding

Haley Creed, Field Hockey

Elise Fargnoli, Cross Country

Sarah Gray, Crew

Jo Jo Gutfarb, Riding

Missy Hartley, Field Hockey

Bea Hartmann, Tennis

Lori Hendricks, Athletics Administration (ex-officio)

Mimi Henry, Lacrosse

Helena Jedziniak, Tennis

Kasia Kolodziejczak, Squash

Lisa Nash, Swimming and Diving

Kara Neidhardt, Volleyball

Lauren Orr, Soccer

Katie Ouellette, Crew

Vika Planson, Lacrosse

Kate Shafir, Basketball

Tiffany Shute, Golf

Hillela Simpson, Squash

Shannon Sutherland, Swimming and Diving

Amanda Trask, Volleyball

Susanna Wilcox, Lacrosse

Ebony Williams, Track and Field

Miki Yoshida (Swimming and Diving)

[Note: These minutes contain only actions taken (format votes or stated “sense of the meeting”). While certain items on the committee’s agenda were acted on at various times throughout the meeting, all final actions within a given topic are combined in these minutes for convenience of reference.]

The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. daylight savings time by the chair, Lisa Nash. All members were present as noted above. The following members were absent: Barbara McAlister (Track and Field).  

1. Announcements. Haley Creed (Field Hockey) reminded SAAC members to attend athletic events such as “Game of the Week” to not only support fellow student-athletes, but also to set an example for members of the Mount Holyoke community to follow.
2. Update/Preparation for Focus on Athletics.  
3. Open Forum on MHC News Article.  Ms. Nash asked members of SAAC, in an open forum, to share their feelings on the recent MHC News article pertaining to Mount Holyoke College’s athletic program/SAAC. Members expressed feeling disrespected and let down. Lori Hendricks contributed to the discussion by sharing information on the new fitness center renovations. SAAC members should let their teams know that Bardee Sadlier will be making a display showing the new renovations of Kendall Hall.  Not only do recruits and prospective students need to know what is happening to Kendall, but it is just as imperative current MHC students and student-athletes understand floor plans, aerial views, and work on the front entrance. Ms. Hendricks also encouraged SAAC members to educate their teams on the Five Year Strategic Plan for the Department of Physical Education and Athletics. 
4. SAAC Terms.  Ms. Nash vetted the idea of shifting SAAC terms to start in the spring of an academic year, rather than the fall. SAAC members would be nominated and elected in December and begin in January. Starting in the Fall can be ineffective as SAAC looses momentum overall; SAAC members being on campus already for a semester and getting comfortable with MHC Athletics results in a pro-active committee. Ground work and preparation can be done in the fall. This also gives first year students an opportunity to understand what SAAC is and what is means to be a MHC student-athlete. 
5. Report on Subcommittee Budgets.  Ms. Shafir reminded committee members that SAAC needs a full year budget for 2008-2009.  Most subcommittees submitted only a first semester budget.  Ms. Shafir also said that the budget has to be submitted for next year in order to be a part of the actual athletics budget for 2009-2010. 
6. Subcommittee Work Time. Ms. Nash asked that subcommittees break into their respective groups and then report back to the committee. 
7. Future meetings.
a. Wednesday, October 15, 2008 (7-8 p.m.), Kendade 305
b. Sunday, October 26, 2008 (7-8 p.m.), Kendade 305
c. Sunday, November 9, 2008 (7-8 p.m.), Kendade 305
d. Sunday, November 23, 2008 (7-8 p.m.), Kendade 305
e. Sunday, December 7, 2008 (7-8 p.m.), Kendade 305
8. 
Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned by Ms. Nash at 8 p.m. 

#   #   #   #   #

October 6, 2008/EFF/lah
