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MINUTES OF THE

MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE

STUDENT-ATHLETE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC)

Sunday, November 9, 2008 • Kendade 305 • 7 p.m.

Participants:

Jacquelyn “JJ” Archibald, Soccer

Becca Adikes, Cross Country

Katie Banaszak, Golf

Erin Cain, Basketball

Shea Callahan, Basketball

Elissa Center, Crew

Lora Ciborowski, Riding

Haley Creed, Field Hockey

Elise Fargnoli, Cross Country

Sarah Gray, Crew

Jo Jo Gutfarb, Riding

Missy Hartley, Field Hockey

Lori Hendricks, Athletics Administration (ex-officio)

Mimi Henry, Lacrosse

Barbara McAlister, Track and Field

Lisa Nash, Swimming and Diving

Lauren Orr, Soccer

Katie Ouellette, Crew

Vika Planson, Lacrosse

Kate Shafir, Basketball

Tiffany Shute, Golf

Shannon Sutherland, Swimming and Diving

Amanda Trask, Volleyball

Susanna Wilcox, Lacrosse

Miki Yoshida (Swimming and Diving)

[Note: These minutes contain only actions taken (format votes or stated “sense of the meeting”). While certain items on the committee’s agenda were acted on at various times throughout the meeting, all final actions within a given topic are combined in these minutes for convenience of reference.]

The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. eastern standard time by the chair, Lisa Nash. All members were present as noted above. The following members were absent: Hannah Beatty (Training Room), Bea Hartmann (Tennis), Helena Jedziniak (Tennis), Kasia Kolodziejczak (Squash), and Kara Neidhardt (Volleyball).

1. Announcements. 
2. SAAC priorities, strategic planning process, and resource requests.
Ms. Nash announced to the committee that she will be having a meeting with the Admissions Office to discuss the possibly of SAAC being featured in the new view book for the College. Ms. Nash, continuing with the theme of SAAC’s progression, presented the new SAAC mission statement to the committee through a power-point presentation. 

Updated SAAC bylaws were approved.

3. Community service report. Ms. Center (Crew) introduced the two upcoming community service opportunities for student-athletes. The first is the Food Bank on Friday, November 21. The second opportunity involves socializing with school children in an after school carnival. The children are at the Bridge Street School in Northampton. This opportunity is December 5. Ms. Center encouraged SAAC members to spread awareness of these opportunities and forward the e-mail to their teams. 

4. NEWMAC SAAC 2008 report.  Ms. Banaszak (Golf) reported back to the committee her experience at the NEWMAC SAAC meeting.  Ms. Banaszak explained the major issues discussed. They focused on social networking sites. She warned the SAAC of the recruit issues with social networking such as Facebook.com and text messaging. Present student-athletes at Mount Holyoke are not allowed to friend request recruits, nor are they allowed to communicate via text message. The only acceptable form of communication is through university phones and e-mail accounts. Drug testing was brought up as well. Ms. Nash contributed to the report by reminding SAAC members that applications for the national SAAC representative would be available in September. 
5. Report on subcommittee budgets.  Ms. Shafir reminded committee members to submit their yearly budgets by November 23. The E-Board would be reviewing rationales and the relation of proposals to SAAC’s priorities and strategic planning for the future. 
6. Sport information update.  Ms. Wilcox explained to the committee the point of the MHC website articles reporting on games, matches, and races. The E-Board met with Mike Raposo regarding the reporting he does for the College. Mr. Raposo explained that he writes from a statistical standpoint, and it must be on the general side as some of the articles he writes for Mount Holyoke go out to other colleges/universities to use on their websites as well. He encouraged student-athletes to use their blog spots on the website to tell the stories and accounts of their athletic contests.  
7. Future meetings.
a. Sunday, November 23, 2008 (7-8 p.m.), Kendade 305
b. Sunday, December 7, 2008 (7-8 p.m.), Kendade 305
8. 
Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned by Ms. Nash at 8 p.m. 

#   #   #   #   #
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