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MINUTES OF THE 

MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE

STUDENT-ATHLETE ADVISOTY COMMITTEE (SAAC)

Sunday, November 18, 2012 – Kendade 305 – 7 p.m.

Participants:

Jocelyn Portmann, Basketball

Allison Slysz, Basketball

Rose Donahue, Crew

Deanna Hart, Crew 

Cori Magnusson, Crew

Cara Murphy, Crew

Lucia Garcia, Cross Country

Liz MacLauchlan, Cross Country

Nell Maynard, Equestrian

Ella Pittman, Equestrian

Laura Von der Porten, Equestrian

Chrissy Boyles, Field Hockey

Laura Murphy, Field Hockey

Lee Anglin, Golf

Madi Mendiola, Golf

Meghan Fuery, Lacrosse

Kirsten Kilburn, Lacrosse

Amber Legare, Soccer

Samantha Rosado, Squash

Vicky Gavin, Swimming and Diving

Sarah Anischik, Tennis

Nahrhee Han, Tennis

Hannah Sawyer, Track & Field

Kathryn Brummer, Volleyball
Kristina Weld, Volleyball
Stephany Yang, Volleyball
Nate Pehl, CBL/Peck Liaison
Bene Webster, CBL/Peck Liaison

Lori Hendricks, Athletics Administration

Laurie Priest, Director of Athletics
Jennifer Adams, Cross Country Coach

Sonnie Terrell, Volleyball Coach

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. eastern time by the chair, Kathryn Brummer.  All members were present as noted above.  

1. Welcome and Announcements. 
· Ms. Brummer brought the SAAC to order and welcomed representatives.
2. Approval of the Sunday, November 11, 2012 minutes.
It was VOTED

“That the minutes of the Sunday, November 11, 2012 meeting be approved as distributed.”
3. Approval of the Peck School Spring Schedule.
It was VOTED

“That the Peck School Spring Schedule be approved as distributed.”

4. NCAA Legislation Voting.
The legislation subcommittee led a discussion about the proposed 2013 NCAA legislation.  After each proposal was opened up for discussion, one representative from each team voted for a total of thirteen votes each time. The list below outlines each proposal and if it was either approved or opposed, how the SAAC voted, and the rationale behind each proposal.

· No. 2 – 1:  Organization – President’s Council – Increase Composition to 18 Members – Amend Representational Requirements
· Vote to approve (S: 13, O: 0, A: 0).

· For expanding athletics and divisions, it is beneficial to have more representation in the President’s Council.
· No. 2 – 2: Amateur Status – Before Initial, Full-Time Collegiate Enrollment – Prize Money Based on Team Performance
· Vote to approve (S: 13, O: 0, A: 0).

· This piece of legislation would create consistency among athletes performing individually or on a team by allowing everyone the same opportunity. 
· It seems logical so long as prize money does not exceed actual expenses.
· No. 2 – 3: Amateurism – Promotional Activities – Prospective Student-Athlete’s Participation in Institutional Fundraisers
· Vote to oppose (S: 5, O: 7, A: 1).

· There was a concern about forcing students to fundraise before coming to college, causing extra pressure on the students. 
· In the cases of a team trip during pre-season and try-outs, there were concerns about fundraising the most money and if the student did not make the team after fundraising a lot of money.
· No. 2 – 4: Recruiting – Electronic Transmissions – All Forms of Private Electronic Correspondence Permitted
· Vote to oppose (S: 1, O: 12, A: 0).

· Overall, this piece of proposal seemed inappropriate in that communicating via social networking sites would be a disservice to the learning opportunity students would encounter in college. 

· Part A: Vote to approve (S: 11, O: 2, A: 0)
· This part of the proposal between enrolled student-athletes and prospective students seemed appropriate because it is how peers communicate currently.
· Part B: Vote to oppose (S: 1, O: 12, A: 0)

· Between coaches and prospective student-athletes, this piece of the proposal seemed inappropriate. 
· This would also give teams with more coaching staff more of an advantage over those with smaller teams and fewer coaches.
· No. 2 – 5: Eligibility – Recognized Foreign Exchange or Study Abroad Program – Transfer and Outside Competition Exception
· Vote to approve (S: 10, O: 2, A: 1).

· There is a different kind of competition in sports abroad, and some are not even offered. 
· This would allow the student to fully appreciate the study abroad experience and allow them to connect culturally while also giving them a chance to practice their sport. 
· No. 2 – 6: Eligibility – Four-Year College Transfers – Exceptions – Transfer from a Division III Institution – Change from Season of Participation to Any Participation
· Vote to approve (S: 11, O: 2, A: 0).

· This proposal would close the loophole in which a student could not escape academic ineligibility or disciplinary actions from another school.
· No. 2 – 7: Awards and Benefits – Special Achievement Awards – Conference Postgraduate Scholarship
· Vote to oppose (S: 4, O: 9, A: 1). 

· This would be unfair to single-sex institutions, like Mount Holyoke, in that the school may fund a scholarship but because of the gender imbalance, MHC’s students would have less of a chance of receiving the scholarship.
· No. 2 – 8: Playing and Practice Seasons – Conformation of Sickle-Cell Trait Status
· Vote to oppose (S: 0, O: 12, A: 1).

· There was a concern that an athlete’s sickle-cell status might be used against them in that they would not be recruited or permitted to play.
· Having staff for educational counseling was also a concern. Additionally, there would be costs in administering the test. 
· This is also one of the more uncommon problems in the NCAA.

· No. 2 – 9: Playing and Practice Seasons – Football – Five-Day Acclimatization Period – Three-Hour Recovery Period
· Vote to approve (S: 13, O: 0, A: 0).

· Having a three-hour recovery period would be beneficial for the athletes from a health point of view regardless of type of practice.
· No. 2 – 10: Playing and Practice Seasons – Football – Out-of-Season Athletically Related Activities – Use of Handshields
· Vote to approve (S: 13, O: 0, A: 0).

· Allowing handshields gives the athletes who are not in “skill positions” more practice.
· No. 2 – 11: Playing and Practice Seasons – Ice Hockey – First Permissible Contest Date – November 1
· Vote to approve (S: 13, O: 0, A: 0). 

· Two weeks of practice is a reasonable amount of time before games begin.
· Athletic administrative staff is probably still covering fall sports and this would allow them space between fall and winter sports. 

· No. 2 – 12: Playing and Practice Seasons – Tennis – Fall Period – Exception to Playing and Practice Season – Intercollegiate Tennis Association – National Small College Championship 
· Vote to approve (S: 13, O: 0, A: 0).

· It would be unfair to athletes if the playing season was shortened because one student qualified for the tournament. 
· This would allow coaches to give proper coaching to all of the team members. 
· No. 2 – 13: Division Membership – Championship Eligibility and Grant Funding – Institutions Reclassifying from Division III to Division II
· Vote to approve (S: 13, O: 0, A: 0).

· This would be unfair to Division III schools if the school that was reclassifying still had access to the Division III grant money.
5. Discussion of Required Activities Outside Regular Class Time.
Representatives were asked to review the Zero Draft of the Required Activities Outside Regular Class Time and clarify any inconsistencies in the draft. It was emphasized that this was a critical issue and that any information about these activities will help in solving the issue.
6. Community Service Update.
The Community Service subcommittee gave an update introducing their Winter Clothing Drive from December 4 to December 18, 2012. There will be two boxes, one in Blanchard, and one in Kendall. Representatives were asked to share this information with their teams and the rest of the student population. 
7. Announcements. 
There will be a dinner meeting with the NCAA and ECAC interns on November 28, 2012. If anyone is interested in attending, contact Dr. Hendricks. Representatives were asked to continue voting for the SAAC executive board positions. Voting ends November 28, 2012 at midnight. There is a Stress Management Presentation Follow-up with team captains on November 27, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. in the Field House Lounge in Kendall.
8. Other Business.
The Diversity & Inclusion subcommittee will be hosting a reception for student-athletes for the Hamlet play on Friday, November 30 at 9 p.m. in Chapin Auditorium.
9. Future Meetings.
· Sunday, December 9 from 7 – 8 p.m. (Kendade, 305)
10. Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned by Ms. Brummer at 8:43 p.m.

#  #  #  #  #
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