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MINUTES OF THE 

MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE

STUDENT-ATHLETE ADVISOTY COMMITTEE (SAAC)

Tuesday, January 25, 2011 – Kendade 305 – 7 p.m.

Participants:

Annabel Barrett, Basketball
Christine Chancy, Basketball
Tricia Chase, Basketball
Deanna Hart, Crew
Cori Magnusson, Crew
Stephanie Roses, Crew
Carol Still, Crew
Lucia Garcia, Cross Country
Liz MacLauchlan, Cross Country
Ella Pittman, Equestrian
Flynn Vickowski, Equestrian
Annie O’Byrne, Field Hockey
Stephanie Slysz, Field Hockey
Alex Irish, Golf
Felicitas Gerlach, Golf
Liz Holsing, Lacrosse
Jeannie Petersen, Lacrosse
Danielle Lee, Soccer
My-Linh Nguyen, Squash
Shara Robertson, Squash
Paulina Rojek, Squash
Nora Cunningham, Swimming and Diving

Isa Wismann-Horther, Swimming and Diving

Miki Yoshida, Swimming and Diving

Nahree Han, Tennis

Maya Sayarath, Tennis

Jacinta Edebeli, Track and Field

Kathryn Brummer, Volleyball

Morgan Cooley, Volleyball
AnnElizabeth Konkel, Tennis
Lori Hendricks, Athletics Administration

[Note:  These minutes contain only actions taken (format votes or stated “sense of the meeting.”)  While certain items on the committee’s agenda were acted on at various times throughout the meeting, all final actions within a given topic are combined in these minutes for convenience of reference.]

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. eastern time by the chair, Christine Chancy.  All members were present as noted above.  The following members had unexcused absences:  Kiana Lussier (Soccer), Nafkote Timun (Track and Field), Martina Kneifel (Volleyball), and Anna Sillers (Training Room).  Haley Streibich (Equestrian) arrived fifteen minutes late.

1. Welcome and introductions. 
Ms. Chancy brought the SAAC to order and welcomed the new members.

2. A Brief History of the SAAC.

Ms. Hendricks spoke about the reasons the NCAA started the SAACs.  She informed the SAAC that since 1995, campus SAACs have been mandated for NCAA member institutions.  The NCAA’s Association-wide SAAC has been in existence since 1989.  It was federated at a national level in 1997.  Since 1999, conference SAACs have been mandated for Division III.  
3. Expectations.

a. Ms. Chancy expressed the importance of attendance to every meeting for every team representative.  She informed the members that they are permitted three absences per year, but no more than two per semester.  If a representative is not able to attend a meeting, Ms. Chancy requested she inform the secretary (Kathryn Brummer) prior to the meeting.  Ms. Chancy also emphasized that it is the responsibility of each representative to act as a voice for her respective athletic team and to inform her teammates about SAAC discussions through team update emails. 
b. Ms. Chancy explained the responsibilities that representatives also have as subcommittee members.  Each subcommittee must: meet regularly outside of the scheduled SAAC meetings; work together to develop and execute subcommittee objectives; and provide regular updates on subcommittee work to the executive board and the entire SAAC.

c. Ms. Rojek (Treasurer) explained the importance of the Student Government Association (SGA) liaison. Our SAAC representative must attend all SGA meetings in order to keep the SAAC abreast of what is going on in SGA and to continue the development of the student-athlete and student-body relationship.
d. Each executive board member took time to describe her respective role.  Ms. Chancy said that as the chair, she would: facilitate meetings; speak on behalf of the SAAC at SGA and department-sponsored functions; attend all NEWMAC SAAC meetings; meet weekly with the administrative liaison; and create biweekly meeting agendas in consultation with the administrative liaison.  Next, Ms. Still clarified her position as vice chair.  She said she would be in charge of organizing the Scholar Athlete Reception, attend all NEWMAC SAAC meetings with Ms. Chancy, oversee the Diversity and Inclusion as well as the Legislation subcommittees, and assume the position of chair if the chair is removed or if she resigns.  Ms. Rojek explained her role as treasurer.  She said she will manage the finances and budget of SAAC, handle all organizational audits, communicate with the SGA treasurer regarding distribution of funds, work with subcommittee chairs to draft an annual budget, and oversee both the Community Service and Marketing and Promotions subcommittees.  As secretary, Ms. Brummer will facilitate the development of meeting agendas, take and distribute accurate minutes of all meetings, facilitate the annual review of SAAC bylaws and oversee both the Admissions and Recruiting and Health and Safety subcommittees.
e. Ms. Hendricks described her role as administrative liaison.  She will act as an advocate for student-athletes and facilitate effective communication between student-athletes and the Department of Physical Education and Athletics.
4. SAAC Ground Rules for 2011.
It was agreed that for the 2011 SAAC to function effectively, the following ground rules would be observed:

· Cell phones must be turned off or silenced.

· Be prompt.

· Be respectful.  If a representative raises a concern that is specific for her sport, do not be rude because it may not apply to you.

· Let the secretary and other representative(s) from your team know if you will be absent.

· Every representative must copy the chair, Christine Chancy, and Lori Hendricks on each update email.

· Consistently send update emails to your team.

· Be sure to represent your team during SAAC discussions and not just your personal views.

· If you have a question, raise your hand so that you may be addressed.

5. Signing of the Job Description.

All present members were asked, if they agreed with the guidelines and the commitment statement, to sign the job description.
6. Robert’s Rules of Order.

Ms. Hendricks explained that the SAAC would use Robert’s Rules of Order specifically for the approval of minutes and for formal discussions requiring a vote. 
7. SAAC Fundraising Activity.

Ms. Hendricks reminded the SAAC of its annual fundraising activity with Daggett Gymnastics.  On February 1 and 2, the area around the bleachers behind the Kendall field house must be shoveled (any time).  On February 3 at 4 p.m., the bleachers must be moved into the field house and on February 6 the bleachers must be moved back to their original position behind the field house.  Ms. Hendricks asked that each SAAC member sign up for a shift. 
8. Open Forum for Topics of Interest for the 2011 SAAC.

A number of items of interest were raised.  They included:

· The idea of having a study hall and tutors available to help student-athletes with assignments;  
· The possibility of having a sports psychologist available on campus; 
· More coaches being invited to meetings, so they better understand the SAAC;
· Possible yearly conversations with a nutritionist;
· A review of the results of the External Review;
· A discussion of the top issues identified by the NCAA’s Division III national SAAC-drug testing within Division III, transgender participation in varsity athletics, and sports wagering;  
· The stresses felt by multisport athletes due to overlapping seasons.  A discussion of how to make a transition smoother;  
· A discussion of athletic performance-how we can win more contests;

· Improving communication with our coaches and also communication across teams; and   
· How student-athletes can optimally perform both academically and athletically.
9. Announcements.

a. Ms. Yoshida reminded the SAAC about the upcoming NEWMAC Swimming and Diving championship that will take place in Mount Holyoke’s natatorium from February 18-20.  

b. Ms. Hendricks updated the SAAC on the progress of the downstairs weight room.  It is nearing completion. The majority of equipment has been moved in.
10. Future Meetings.

a. Sunday, February 13, 2011 (7-8 p.m.) Kendade 305

b. Week of Sunday, February 20, 2011 (TBD by Subcommittees)

c. Sunday, February 27, 2010 (7-8 p.m.) Kendade 305

d. Sunday, March 6, 2011 (7-8 p.m.) Kendade 305

e. Sunday, March 27, 2011 (7-8 p.m.) Kendade 305

f. Sunday, April 10, 2011 (7-8 p.m.) Kendade 305

g. Sunday, May 1, 2011 (7-8 p.m.) Kendade 305
11. Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned by Ms. Chancy at 8:30 p.m.
#  #  #  #  #

February 9, 2011/KIB/lah
