MINUTES OF THE 
MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE
STUDENT-ATHLETIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC)

Sunday, March 6, 2016 – Kendade 305 – 7 p.m.
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Participants:
Peyton Burr, Basketball
Mia Barns, Cross Country
Hannah Gershone, Cross Country
Camden Carter, Equestrian
Katia Kiefaber, Equestrian 
Mollie Kowalchik, Equestrian
Jessica Taylor, Field Hockey
Colby Newsham, Field Hockey
Kristina Ramsden, Field Hockey
June Conti, Golf
Taylor Hough, Lacrosse
Alyssa Tabrisky, Lacrosse
Meg Ryan, Rowing
Molly LaPointe, Rowing
Libby Scheemaker, Rowing
Alex Kenoian, Soccer
Liz Rose, Soccer
Ragini Ghose, Squash
Allison Shilling, Squash
Claire Beckett, Swimming and Diving
Bri Groves, Swimming and Diving
Katie Tyler, Swimming and Diving
Ishita Tibrewal, Tennis
Madison Rosen, Tennis
Julia Criscione, Track and Field
Kelly Stevens, Track and Field
Caroline Black, Track and Field
Jamesa Allen, Volleyball
Sara Robincheau, Volleyball
Clarissa Leight, SGA Liaison
Nicole Villacres, SGA Liaison 
Summer Hutcheson, Athletics Administration


The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m eastern time by the chair, Meghan Ryan. The members noted above were present. 

1. Welcome and Announcements (Meghan Ryan)
· Ms. Meghan Ryan brought the SAAC to order. 
· She announced that until the representative from the President’s Committee on Diversity and Inclusion arrives, the SAAC should carry on with tasks and topics of discussion. 

2. Team and Superfan Updates
· The equestrian team won their home riding show by over 10 points this past weekend. They won for their region, and they will go on to compete in zones. Several riders also achieved honors in this competition. The equestrian team also wanted to thank the rowing and field hockey teams for their support this weekend. 
· The lacrosse team had a game this weekend, and they encourage everyone to come to their home game on Wednesday, March 9, 2016. 
· Camille Coklow competed in the ECAC Indoor Championship this weekend and won the 60-meter dash, breaking her previous school record. She will go on to compete in the Indoor National Championship for the third year in a row. 

3. Approval of the Minutes (Julia Criscione)
· It was VOTED that the minutes of the February 28, 2016 meeting be approved. 

4. Call for Spring Weekend Ideas (Jessica Taylor)
· Spring Weekend this year is from Friday, April 15, 2016 to Sunday, April 17, 2016, and the theme is the Summer Olympics. Ms. Jessica Taylor asked the SAAC for ideas for ways that SAAC and athletics could be involved with the festivities. 
· SAAC member suggested a water pong tournament, an obstacle course, kickball, and flag football. 

5. Team Concerns (Meghan Ryan)
· Ms. Meghan Ryan explained to the SAAC that the E-Board and Ms. Summer Hutcheson have been working to figure out how to best handle team concerns and team forums. 
· The E-Board decided that team representatives should email E-Board members when they have an issue that they want to discuss with the SAAC, and the E-Board will add these discussions to the agendas. Team representatives need to email the E-Board with agenda additions before 11 am on the Friday before the SAAC meeting so that the concern can be brought to the E-Board meeting. 

6. SGA Update (Clarissa Leight and Nicole Villacres)
· Ms. Nicole Villacres explained that at the last SGA meeting, the trans memorandum was mainly discussed. Employees from the CDC who were scheduled to speak at the meeting were asked to come back at a later date so that the trans memorandum could be discussed for the entire meeting. The SGA E-Board proposed edits to the trans memorandum and students were encouraged to add suggestions to the document. The Senate will vote on the trans memorandum on Tuesday, March 8, 2016.  

7. Trans Memorandum (Julia Criscione)
· Mx. Julia Criscione explained that the trans memorandum is important because it documents the problems that trans students currently face at Mount Holyoke College and policy changes that must be implemented for transgender students to feel welcome, included, and safe on campus. 
· The athletics department is directly addressed in the trans memorandum, and Mx. Julia Criscione proposed a plan to address these concerns in an organized, documented, and transparent matter. 
· First, Mx. Julia Criscione and the diversity and inclusion subcommittee will create a survey that will be sent out to the entire student body that asks transgender students for their feedback on how the athletic department and Kendall support or fail to support them. The purpose of this step is to reach out to the students who are not on varsity teams or in club sports. There are many students who work out in Kendall several times a week but are not directly supported by the SAAC. 
· Next, the SAAC will compile the responses from both the survey and the trans memorandum into a document. 
· Then, the SAAC will address each issue individually, determining who we can speak to about the concern. 
· Afterwards, SAAC will record the responses from these meetings in order to determine the next plan of action in meeting these needs.
· All of these steps will be reviewed by the SAAC and made available on the SAAC website so that all students can access this information and learn about how the athletic department is dealing with these concerns.
· The SAAC is in favor of this plan of action.
· Members of the SAAC had several suggestions, including asking for possible solutions when we ask for concerns. This is important because only trans students know what would best help them.
· Ms. Clarissa Leight told the SAAC that she will bring the SAAC the trans memorandum edits and suggestions.
· Some SAAC members recommended having a suggestion box for student input. 
· Non-SAAC student-athletes are also welcome to help the SAAC carry out this plan of action. 

8. DIII Week  (Claire Beckett)
· Ms. Claire Beckett asked the SAAC for an update from the members who are working with Amie Camfield on social media for DIII Week. SAAC members are working on several projects such as posting a map where students can mark where they are from, making a video for the It’s On Us campaign to end sexual assault, and having a Twitter take-over for a day in the life of a student-athlete. 
· A member of SAAC suggested that we could honor athletes who have been part of varsity athletics for their entire collegiate career at Mount Holyoke College. Another SAAC member recommended interviewing coaches on how DIII is different from other NCAA divisions. 
· Ms. Meghan Ryan reminded the SAAC that teams need two or three professors that will be competing with them at the Game of the Week: Faculty Edition by Wednesday, March 9, 2016. 
· Some SAAC members are concerned that their teams are not excited for the event. The marketing and promotions subcommittee will make a Facebook event so that more people will know about the event.

9. Communication with the Athletic Administration (Summer Hutcheson)
· Ms. Summer Hutcheson addressed concerns regarding the athletic department that were brought up last meeting. She answered some specific questions regarding trustees and why students do not know about large changes, specifically the new field house, until the last minute. 
· She explained that the trustees choose with whom they would like to meet, and that the athletic department does not choose people or have a say in this decision. 
· Mount Holyoke College has a list of deferred maintenance projects that will be completed once funding is received for them. The trustees received the budget and voted that the field house should be renovated. The athletic department only learned about this a few weeks before the student-athletes. 
· She also explained that student-athlete end of season evaluations play an important role in changes that are made in the athletic department. 
· Some SAAC members are interested in receiving updates from the administration once a month to know more about what is happening in the athletic department. 

10. Team Forum (Meghan Ryan)
· Since there was extra time at the SAAC meeting without the President’s Commission on Diversity and Inclusion, Ms. Meghan Ryan held a team forum so that team representatives could voice their concerns.
· This discussion was mostly focused on team gear. Several SAAC representatives were unhappy with high cost of their team’s gear. 
· Many SAAC representatives were unhappy with the quality of the clothing and explained that it easily rips and the stiches come undone easily. It is important to bring up these concerns because the athletic department who is in charge of creating these contracts with clothing companies. 


11. Announcements
· Ms. Meghan Ryan told the SAAC to please tell Ms. Summer Hutcheson and Mx. Julia Criscione if they will not be able to attend the next SAAC meeting due to travel. 
· Next Game of the Week: Lacrosse vs. Wheaton, April 6, 2016,  hosted by Soccer


12. Next Meeting: Sunday, March 20, 2016 from 7-8pm (Kendade 305)

13. Adjourn. The meeting was adjourned by Ms. Ryan at 7:56
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