MINUTES OF THE 
MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE
STUDENT-ATHLETIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC)

Sunday, February 14, 2016 – Kendade 305 – 7 p.m.
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Participants: 
Peyton Burr, Basketball
Michaela Butin, Basketball
Mia Barns, Cross Country
Hannah Gershone, Cross Country
Camden Carter, Equestrian
Katia Keifaber, Equestrian 
Mollie Kowalchik, Equestrian
Jessica Taylor, Field Hockey
Colby Newsham, Field Hockey
Kristina Ramsden, Field Hockey
June Conti, Golf
Heeamin Lee, Golf
Taylor Hough, Lacrosse
Meg Ryan, Rowing
Molly LaPointe, Rowing
Libby Scheemaker, Rowing
Alex Kenoian, Soccer
Liz Rose, Soccer
Ragini Ghose, Squash
Allison Shilling, Squash
Claire Beckett, Swimming and Diving
Bri Groves, Swimming and Diving
Katie Tyler, Swimming and Diving
Ishita Tibrewal, Tennis
Julia Criscione, Track and Field
Caroline Black, Track and Field
Jamesa Allen, Volleyball
Sara Robincheau, Volleyball
Clarissa Leight, SGA Liaison
Nicole Villacres, SGA Liaison 
Summer Hutcheson, Athletics Administration


The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m eastern time by the chair, Meghan Ryan. The members noted above were present.  

1. Welcome and Announcements (Meghan Ryan)
· Ms. Meghan Ryan brought the SAAC to order. 

2. Team Updates
· Camille Coklow is currently 3rd in the nation for the women’s 100-meter dash for Division III track and field this season after her most recent competition. 
· The basketball representatives thanked everyone who supported their game on Saturday February 13, 2016 against Wellesley. 
· Swimming and diving finished their regular season with a win against Smith College on Saturday February 6, 2016.
· Katie Tyler was named Swimmer of the Week for her hard work this season. 

3. Approval of Minutes (Julia Criscione)
· It was VOTED that the minutes of the January 31, 2016 meeting be approved.

4. SGA Update (Clarissa Leight and Nicole Villacres)
· Ms. Clarissa Leight and Ms. Nicole Villacres updated SAAC on what happened during the most recent SGA meetings. 
· Ms. Nicole Villacres explained that there would be more information to share after the data from the SCC 2016 Survey. 
· Ms. Clarissa Leight informed the SAAC that the SGA senators would like to meet with Sonya Stevens again. In addition, the senate is voting on new working groups and non-senators are welcome to join. 

5. Peck Update (Camden Carter)
· Ms. Camden Carter gave the SAAC an update with how the visits to the Peck School were going. 
· She explained that two weeks ago, soccer visited and taught the students how to play soccer. The crew and golf teams visited most recently and played Frisbee with the students, which they really enjoyed. 
· Next week, the volleyball team will visit the Peck school. 

6. DIII Week Discussion (Meghan Ryan)
· Ms. Meghan Ryan facilitated a discussion with the SAAC to finalize the schedule for DIII Week.
· SAAC decided to have a table in Blanchard Campus Center on Monday, April 4th, Wednesday, April 6th, and Friday, April 8th with buttons, Paws, and the #WhyD3 photo event.
· The student-athlete and faculty event will be on Monday, April 4, 2016 at 7:00 pm. The event will include trivia, lip-syncing, and other games. 
· The SAAC discussed how the event could be structured. There could be breaks between rounds of trivia with lip-syncing and other games. 
· The SAAC also discussed if faculty and student- athlete would be competing with each other or against each other. 
·  We will bring these ideas to the FAR, Andy Reiter, for his perspective about these ideas. 
· SAAC will create an email to send to professors that will have all of the information about the event. 
· The SAAC discussed the idea of teams nominating professors to compete with them at the event. Each team should invite one or two professors so that there will be about 15 professors. 
· This event and the participants will be finalized before spring break by Monday, March 7, 2016. 
· The SAAC discussed the possibility of showing the senior student athlete video during community M&Cs on Sunday, April 3rd so that more students would see it. In addition, Paws could also be at community M&Cs that evening to kick off DIII Week. 
· Several SAAC members will work with Amie Canfield to write articles during DIII 
· The SAAC also discussed several other ideas for DIII Week including having games on Skinner Green, athlete visibility day which would involve student-athlete wearing their warm ups, Amie and the students who work with her could post videos and media spotlights on the Mount Holyoke Athletics website, a tailgate and having events during Spring Weekend. 

7. Subcommittees (Julia Criscione)
· Mx. Julia Criscione discussed the expectations of subcommittees with the SAAC, including creating concrete goals, meeting between regular SAAC meetings, and communicating with their E-Board liaisons. Subcommittees were also asked to schedule a time for the members of their subcommittee to meet outside of regular SAAC meetings. 

8. Voting on Support the Arts Event (Claire Beckett) 
· The SAAC voted that the Support the Arts event for this semester would be the theater production of Fefu and Her Friends that runs from Thursday, February 25th to Saturday, February 28, 2016. 

9. Voting on SuperFan (Jessica Taylor)
· SAAC will nominate the golf team for the February 2016 NEWMAC Superfan Award. 

10. Athletics Awards Ceremony Discussion (Summer Hutcheson)
· Ms. Summer Hutcheson asked for suggestions for shortening the Athletics Awards Ceremony.
· The SAAC contributed several suggestions including making the speeches shorter at the beginning of the program, not reading the descriptions of the awards, having a word limit for speeches that must be submitted beforehand, and having a dinner during the ceremony.
· Some SAAC members suggested that the video that plays at the end could be moved to the beginning of the program while everyone was getting settled. Other members stated that this was their favorite part of the program and that it should not be skipped over. 

11. Announcements 
· Ms. Camden Carter informed the SAAC about a program called Girls on the Run in which women mentor and support young girls as they train for a 5K race.
· Next Game of the Week: Equestrian Home Show, March 5, hosted by Field Hockey

12. Next Meeting: Sunday, February 28, 2016 from 7-8pm (Kendade 305)

13. Adjourn. The meeting was adjourned by Ms. Ryan at 8:07 p.m.
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