MINUTES OF THE 
MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE
STUDENT-ATHLETIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC)

Monday, January 18, 2016 – Kendade 305 – 7 p.m.
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Participants:
     
Peyton Burr, Basketball
Michaela Butin, Basketball
Mia Barns, Cross Country
Hannah Gershone, Cross Country
Camden Carter, Equestrian
Mollie Kowalchik, Equestrian
Jessica Taylor, Field Hockey
Colby Newsham, Field Hockey
Kristina Ramsden, Field Hockey
June Conti, Golf
Heeamin Lee, Golf
Taylor Hough, Lacrosse
Alyssa Tabrisky, Lacrosse
Meghan Ryan, Rowing
Molly LaPointe, Rowing
Libby Scheemaker, Rowing
Alex Kenoian, Soccer
Liz Rose, Soccer
Claire Beckett, Swimming and Diving
Bri Groves, Swimming and Diving
Katie Tyler, Swimming and Diving
Ishita Tibrewal, Tennis
Julia Criscione, Track and Field
Kelly Stevens, Track and Field
Caroline Black, Track and Field
Jamesa Allen, Volleyball
Sara Robincheau, Volleyball
Clarissa Leight, SGA Liasion
Summer Hutcheson, Athletics Administration


The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m eastern time by the chair, Meghan Ryan. The members noted above were present.  

1. Welcome new SAAC Representatives 
· Ms. Ryan brought the SAAC to order.
· Each member of SAAC introduced themselves with their name, pronouns, sport, and class year. 
· Ms. Beckett and Mx. Criscione led an ice-breaker activity.

2. Introduction of E-Board members and their roles (E-Board)
· Ms. Ryan, Ms. Beckett, Ms. Taylor, and Mx. Criscione each gave a brief description of their E-Board positions. 

3. Bylaw review (Summer Hutcheson)
· Ms. Hutcheson reviewed the bylaws of SAAC, discussing the expectations for team representatives and board members and their responsibilities as a member of SAAC. 
· If a SAAC member will be absent for a meeting, they must notify both Ms. Hutcheson and Mx. Criscione before the start of the meeting. Ms. Hutcheson and the E-Board will determine if the absence is excused. 
4. Email format (Claire Beckett)
· Ms. Beckett taught the team representatives how to properly send emails to their team by explaining the subject format, which should state “SAAC – [Team Name] – [Date]. Ms. Beckett also explained that the underlined content of the agendas should always be included in team emails. 
· Ms. Beckett explained that team emails should be sent to each representative’s respective team, their coach, Ms. Hutcheson, and Ms. Beckett within 48 hours of the SAAC meeting. 

5. Meeting structure (Julia Criscione)
· Mx. Criscione discussed the structure of each meeting. Most meetings follow the general structure of the call to order at 7 p.m. followed by team and Superfan updates, approval of minutes, discussion of topics, announcements, Game of the Week, adjourning the meeting at 8 p.m.

6. SGA report and SAAC org status (Meghan Ryan)
· Ms. Ryan explained that SAAC is currently not official registered as a Mount Holyoke College organization. The E-Board is currently taking the steps necessary to restore SAAC’s status as an organization in order to receive funding. 
· Ms. Ryan notified SAAC that we need another SGA liaison to attend both SAAC and SGA meetings in order to update SAAC on SGA news and events and to represent SAAC and student athletes at SGA meetings. 
· Ms. Ryan asked SAAC how many members are Fleet certified in order to assist SAAC with events that require Fleet transportation. SAAC has several members who are Fleet certified. 
· Ms. Ryan asked the members of SAAC to complete the Five College Risk Management Waivers which is a necessary part of registering SAAC as an organization. 

7. Budget update and fundraising (Jessica Taylor)
· Ms. Taylor explained that once SAAC is registered as a Mount Holyoke College organization, SAAC can apply for funding that can be used for events such as DIII week. In addition to receiving funding, SAAC must fundraise in order to generate enough money to sponsor their events. 
· Ms. Taylor asked SAAC to brainstorm ideas for fundraising ideas that we could implement each year. 

8. Senior blanket design discussion (Summer Hutcheson) 
· Ms. Hutcheson explained that currently, eligible graduating senior athletes receive a blanket for their athletic accomplishments and commitment that can be purchased at the campus bookstore. She showed SAAC three different senior blanket designs so that SAAC could give feedback regarding a new blanket to be given to eligible senior athletes. 
· The first blanket is a blue and white afghan design that is similar to the current senior blanket, but it displays the “Lyons” logo. Most of SAAC responded enthusiastically to this option.  
· The second blanket is a dark blue fleece blanket with a design on one of the corners. SAAC responded negatively to this option. 
· The third blanket is very similar to the second blanket, but it is baby blue. SAAC also responded negatively to this option.  

9. NEWMAC SuperFan (Julia Criscione)
· Mx. Criscione explained that the NEWMAC Superfan award is given to teams and individuals for enthusiastically supporting NEWMAC teams in their competitions. 
· Mx. Criscione asked teams to tell SAAC which teams or individuals support them in competitions during team updates each week. In addition, teams are encouraged to take pictures of those who support them. SAAC will decide which Superfan nomination they will send to the NEWMAC for the award each month. 
· SAAC will submit Superfan nominations by the 15th of each month. 
· SAAC will nominate the Mount Holyoke Swimming and Diving team for the NEWMAC Superfan award in January for supporting the Mount Holyoke Basketball team. 

10. Announcements
· Ms. Hutcheson explained the Athletes Love to Read event and encouraged SAAC members to sign up to participate on Wednesday, January 27th, 2016 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Athletes from most of the Five Colleges will read books to children in Easthampton. 
· Ms. Carter explained the Peck Middle School program and how Mount Holyoke athletes can teach Peck’s students how to play sports. She encouraged SAAC members to sign up to volunteer. Teams are scheduled to go to Peck on Thursdays and teach the children for about an hour and a half, leaving Mount Holyoke College at 4 p.m. and returning at 6:15 p.m. 
· Ms. Hutcheson notified SAAC that there have been thefts in the varsity locker room. She encouraged SAAC to notify their teams and for all athletes to keep the door of the varsity locker room closed. 
· Next Game of the Week: Squash vs. Conn College, January 27th, hosted by Cross Country

11. Team Updates
· The Swimming and Diving team had a training trip in Florida over J-Term. They have competed in two meets so far this year. They competed against Wheaton College and Clark University in a tri meet. They won against Clark University and lost against Wheaton College. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The Indoor Track and Field team intended to compete at the Middlebury Invitational, however, they had to turn around before reaching Middlebury because of inclement weather and safety concerns. 

12. Next Meeting Sunday, January 31st, 2016 from 7-8 p.m. (Kendade 305)

13. Adjourn. The meeting was adjourned by Ms. Ryan at 8:05 p.m.
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