
MINUTES OF THE
MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE
STUDENT-ATHLETE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC)
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Participants: 
MHC Student-Athlete Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
Sunday, February 25, 2018 	
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_________

Raquel Fitzpatrick, Basketball 
Ireland Clare, Kennedy, Basketball
Simone Jacobs, Cross Country
Emsie Cronin, Cross Country 
Abby Watkins, Equestrian	
Emma Recchi, Equestrian		
Maddie Miller, Field Hockey	
Colby Newsham, Field Hockey		
Stephanie Spitzer, Golf	
Meryl Phair, Lacrosse	
Deyscha Smith, Lacrosse	
Zoe Zelkowitz, Rowing	
Liz Hazen, Rowing
Julianna Puccio, Soccer	
Abby Tuckett, Soccer	
Kuzie Madungwe, Squash	
Tanishka Sachidanand, Squash	
Clara Wang, Tennis	
Anya Gerasimova, Tennis		
Michelle Serrano, Track & Field	
Julia Hecking, Track & Field	
Olivia Wrobleski, Track & Field
Sasha Simine, Volleyball	
Joy Maran, Volleyball		
Julianna Rankin, SGA Liaison	
Summer Hutcheson, Athletics Admin


The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m eastern time by the chair, Ms. Colby Newsham. The members noted above were present. 
Welcome and Announcements (Colby)

Approval of the February 11, 2018 Minutes [Supplement No. 1 – hardcopies will not be available at the meeting] (Colby) 

Team and SuperFan Updates (Michelle) 
Lacrosse had their home opener and won 16-8 against 
Squash beat Vassar 6-3 at Nationals at Harvard College. 
Riding was second overall at Smith’s competition and had several people overall qualify at regionals. 
Tennis played at Seven Sisters and placed third, but almost beat Vassar. 
Rowing went to the Indoor Championship tournament today. They came in third and fourth overall. 

SGA Updates
PVTA issue was addressed. There is a town hall meeting this Thursday from 7:30-9 pm. Please sign the petition to keep hours. 
There is a new Wellness Room in the Health Center. There will be open houses every night this coming week with “Pet a Pet” and massage chairs to help students de-stress. Please also provide feedback. 

Athletes Love to Read Reminder (Summer)
Ms. Hutcheson asked for more volunteers for Athletes Love to Read. The group will leave campus around 5:45 p.m. on Wednesday.  There is space for five more people. 

Dining Ad-Hoc Committee Update (Ad-Hoc Committee) 
The Ad-Hoc Committee discussed the best way to ask for feedback from teams about travel food. They will create a Google Form and a paper copy. 
The SAAC Representatives will be responsible for receiving feedback. Focus will initially be on winter teams and then it will expand to other teams as they experience the travel meals. 
The Ad-Hoc Committee needs to finalize the feedback forms and then reach out to SAAC to discuss the best option for receiving feedback. 
SAAC athletes would like to sit in with the coaches at their meeting with Dining.

Subcommittee Presentations and Preferences 
Each subcommittee chair gave a brief one minute presentation discussing their goals for the upcoming year. 
Ms. Hazen is chairing Community Service. The main objectives for the subcommittee this year is the Toy Drive and creating an event or program with the Gaylord Library. 
Ms. Serrano presented the Enhancements and Improvements subcommittee for Ms. Burkett. The main objectives are continuing enhancements within the athletic department such as the locker room organization, dining, and laundry loops. 
Ms. Smith presented her Promotions and Community Involvement objectives. She would like to implement half time events, invite more outside groups to games, and promoting Game of the Week. 
Ms. Cronin and Ms. Wang presented their subcommittee of Programming. They will be in charge of legislation and organizing programming for SAAC. They want to possibly work with ADAP 
Ms. Sachidanand is SAAC’s Diversity and Inclusion Point Person. She would like to help increase SAAC’s support with and around cultural organizations on campus. 

Senior Cord Event Update (Summer) 
Ms. Hutcheson presented an idea surrounding the senior cord event. The Athletic Department is willing to incorporate the cord ceremony into the end of the year Athletic Banquet if that is what we want. 
The requirements to receive a cord signify great commitment to varsity athletics. 
SAAC could host a separate event for the Riding seniors who will miss the large banquet. SAAC could also host an event right before the big awards banquet at the end of the year. 
One big event could help build community with the underclass student-athletes as well. The seniors will have the opportunity to be honored. 

DIII Week Discussion 
Ms. Serrano and Ms. Newsham discussed all of the Ad-Hoc committees for DIII Week and their responsibilities. The SAAC representatives got into their respective groups and talked about ideas. 
SAAC voted to get stickers for the DIII Week. 
The Equipment Ad-Hoc Committee talked about having a three-legged race, a “SAAC” race, cornhole, jenga, and twister. The group talked about having options for playing other teams’ sports like Frisbee, tennis, or volleyball. They also talked about getting decorations for the photo booth from Ms. Hutcheson. They want to use white boards and streamers. They would love someone to dress up as Paws. 
The Promotions Ad-Hoc Committee wants to create a snapchat filter and hashtag (D3MHC). They would like to do a “take over” of the MHC Athletics Social Media. They would like to create a graphic to promote the event or table in Blanchard. Besides a Facebook event, they will reach out to individual teams to attend. 
The T-Shirt Committee is planning a design for the shirts. They want to create an inclusive design (a fried egg), and maybe not tie-dye because of the logistical issues. 
The Food Committee wants to order large sheet cakes, pretzels, chips, and other things. They are working on creating a budget for Ms. Serrano. They are planning decorations like balloons and streamers to decorate the field house. 
The Diversity and Inclusion Committee wants to invite cultural organizations and the African Drumming or Japanese martial arts organization to teach us things. 

Announcements  
Athletes Love to Read, February 28, 6:30-7:30 pm at the Maple School in Easthampton 

Next Game of the Week: Rowing vs. Amherst (Saturday, March 24th hosted by Field Hockey) 

10) Next Meeting: Sunday, March 4, 2018 from 7-8 pm, Kendade 305.

11) Adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 pm. 
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