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MINUTES OF THE 

MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE

STUDENT-ATHLETE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC)

Sunday, October 16, 2011 – Kendade 305 – 7 p.m.

Participants:

Annabel Barrett, Basketball (26)

Christine Chancy, Basketball (34)

Tricia Chase, Basketball (13)

Deanna Hart, Crew (14)

Cori Magnusson, Crew (27)

Carol Still, Crew (35)

Lucia Garcia, Cross Country (12)

Liz MacLauchlan, Cross Country (24)

Ella Pittman, Equestrian (23)

Hayley Streibich, Equestrian (18)

Flynn Vickowski, Equestrian (17)

Stephanie Slysz, Field Hockey (16)
Liz Holsing, Lacrosse (3)

JJeannie Petersen, Lacrosse (21)

Paulina Rojek, Squash (15)

Nora Cunningham, Swimming & Diving (10)

Isa Wismann-Horther, Swimming & Diving (5)

Nahree Han, Tennis (7)

Kate Brackett, Track and Field (8)

Andrea Trinkle, Track and Field (19)

Kathryn Brummer, Volleyball (1)

Kristina Weld, Volleyball (9)
Stephanie Roses, Community Service (25)

Emily Eshleman, Training Room (31)

Lori Hendricks, Athletics Administration

[Note:  These minutes contain only actions taken (format votes or stated “sense of the meeting.”)  While certain items on the committee’s agenda were acted on at various times throughout the meeting, all final actions within a given topic are combined in these minutes for convenience of reference.]

The meeting was called to order at 11:08 a.m. eastern time by the chair, Christine Chancy.  All members were present as noted above.  The following members had unexcused absences: Annie O’Byrne (Field Hockey), Danielle Lee (Soccer), Mallory Phaneuf (Soccer), Katrina Intal (Squash), and Shara Robertson (Squash).
1. Welcome and introductions. 
· Ms. Chancy brought the SAAC to order and welcomed representatives.
2. Approval of the Sunday, October 2, 2011 minutes.
It was VOTED

“That the minutes of Sunday, October 2, 2011 be approved as distributed.”
3. Teach For America Presentation.
The Teach For America representative, Lucy Watson, addressed the SAAC regarding details of Teach For America.  She explained that the goal of Teach For America is to expand educational opportunities in low-income communities.  Ms. Watson said that 43 regions all around the country in both urban and rural areas are helped by Teach For America.  When one works for TFA, they receive full salary and benefits and are not required to pay student loans for the two years that they are a part of the TFA program.  Ms. Watson provided her email address (mhc.tfa@gmail.com) in case any specific questions arose and also identified www.teachforamerica.org as a resource for general information about TFA.  Ms. Watson informed representatives that the remaining deadlines are October 26, 2011, January 6, 2012, and February 10, 2012.  Ms. Watson closed her presentation with the statistic that 16 million children live in poverty and that only about 10% of those children go on to higher education.  She encouraged everyone to be a part of the TFA movement to change that statistic.
4. Approval of Bylaws.
It was VOTED

“That the 2012 SAAC Bylaws be approved as distributed.”

5. Subcommittee Guideline and Goals Sheet.

All representatives were given a 2012 SAAC Subcommittee Goal and Plans sheet as well as a Budget Sheet.  It was requested that all subcommittees meet individually to discuss options and plan for the upcoming year.  The E-Board placed an emphasis on delegating responsibility with specific tasks, specifically how many people will be required for each task.  The ultimate goal of each subcommittee was to focus on specifics and thoroughly develop one or two proposals.  The Guidelines and Budget Sheets are due at the full SAAC meeting on Sunday, November 13, 2011.
6. Review of 2012 NCAA Legislation.

Ms. Petersen, chair of the Legislation Subcommittee, gave a presentation of the proposed 2012 NCAA Legislation.  She explained that all representatives will need to hold discussions with their teams in order to educate their teammates about each proposal and then encourage each teammate to vote.  

· 2 – 1:  NCAA Membership – Member Conference – Conditions, Obligations Privileges and Automatic Qualification – Core Institution
· Ms. Petersen explained that, under this proposal, conferences containing seven or more schools will get automatic bids and schools will be prevented from dropping out of a conference.  This proposal might affect money given to a conference and will allow schools who have already dropped out of a certain conference a two year grace period to enter back into the conference.  Lastly, this piece of proposed legislation will prevent schools from making their own smaller conferences.  

· 2 – 2: Personnel – Conduct of Athletics Personnel – Certified Strength and Conditioning Coaches – Required Sports- Safety Training

· Ms. Petersen explained that the intent of this piece of legislation is to require Athletics Personnel (specifically strength and conditioning coaches) to be certified in first aid, CPR, and AED, as all coaches are required already. 

· 2 – 3: Amateurism and Executive Regulations – Financial Donations and Advertising and Sponsorship of NCAA Championships – Professional Sports Organizations

· If approved, this proposal will give professional sports organizations the ability to promote NCAA games.  Ms. Petersen gave the example of Gillette Stadium possibly sending out emails to season ticket holders about NCAA games.  The idea was considered that potentially, because there are statistically more men than women at professional sporting games, specifically football, as used in Ms. Petersen’s example, it would mainly be helpful for promoting men’s NCAA sports, not equally promoting men’s and women’s sports.

· 2 – 4: Recruiting – Permissible Electronic Transmissions

· Ms. Petersen explained that, if passed, this piece of legislation would allow coaches to contact prospective student-athletes via means of communication other than phone or email (eg. texting, Facebook, Skype, Twitter).  

· 2 – 5: Recruiting – Electronic Transmissions – Allowing Text Messaging

· Less permissive than 2 – 4, this proposal would allow for coaches to add text messaging to their possible means of contact (phone and e-mail) with prospective students. 

· 2 – 6: Eligibility – Hardship Waiver – Practice After Injury

· If passed, Ms. Petersen explained that this piece of legislation would prohibit student-athletes, who have (according to their doctor) a season-ending injury, from participating in any physical practice activities with their team.  The idea of “red-shirting” was raised.
· 2 – 7: Playing and Practice Seasons – Required Day Off – Voluntary Strength and Conditioning Activities Prohibited During Required Day Off

· Ms. Petersen explain that this proposal with prevent coaches from requiring their athletes to practice/participate in physical activity seven days a week; there would be a required day off.  Ms. Petersen brought to the attention of all representatives that although this may be approved, how might it be monitored at each individual institution to make sure that coaches are adhering to the rules?

· 2 – 8: Playing and Practice Seasons – General Playing Season Regulations – Postseason Activities – Exempting One Postseason Championship From the 18 or 19 Week Declared Playing Season

· If approved, this piece of legislation will exclude one postseason championship from the 18 or 19- week period that is declared and approved for regular playing and practice season.  Ms. Peterson pointed out that this might not be fair treatment for all different seasons of play (fall, spring, etc.).

· 2 – 9: Playing and Practice Seasons – General Playing- Season Regulations – Required Sickle-Cell Testing

· Ms. Petersen began this explanation with a definition of sickle-cell disorders.  She said that it is a genetic trait that affects red blood cells which can result in a blockage of blood flow to major parts of the body.  The test that is proposed is a simple blood test and is already mandated in NCAA Division I legislation.  This is an issue that has been raised because of recent health problems involving athletes who had a sickle-cell disorder but did not know about it; athletes can be at risk.
· 2 – 10: Division Membership – Division III Philosophy Statement – Affirmation and Clarification of Undergraduate Experience, Broad-Based Athletics Programs, Participation in Non-Athletic Pursuits and Autonomy in Eligibility Standards

· Ms. Petersen briefly explained that this proposal changes the phrasing of the current Division III philosophy statement by cleaning of the language.  
7. Future Meetings.
a. Sunday, November 13 from 7 - 9 p.m. (Kendade, 305)

b. Sunday, December 4 from 7 - 8 p.m. (Kendade, 305)
8. Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned by Ms. Chancy at 7:56 p.m.
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