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MINUTES OF THE 
MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE

STUDENT-ATHLETE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC)
Sunday, September 16, 2007  ●  Peppy Dennet Room  ●  7 p.m.

Participants:

Danielle Babcock, Lacrosse
Caralie Cahill, Equestrian
Teresa Campbell, Volleyball

Erin Cain, Basketball

Emily Coler, Equestrian

Katherine Conroy, Cross Country

Ashley Didion, Crew
Annie Doton, Field Hockey
Martha Elson, Golf

Vanessa Fong, Golf

Katie Frick, Field Hockey

Arden Hemstreet, Soccer

Lori Hendricks, Athletics Administration (ex-officio)
Natalie Martin, Cross Country

Chelsea McCracken, Track & Field

Lisa Nash, Swimming and Diving

Jess Olson, Basketball
Bethany Paterson, Soccer

Natasha Payes, Track & Field

Natalia Sadaniantz, Swimming & Diving
Kate Shafir, Basketball
Amanda Trask, Volleyball

Grace Zeigler, Track & Field

[Note:  These minutes contain only actions taken (format votes or stated "sense of the meeting").  While certain items on the committee's agenda were acted on at various times throughout the meeting, all final actions within a given topic are combined in these minutes for convenience of reference.]

The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. eastern time by the chair, Grace Zeigler.  All members were present as noted above.  The following members were absent: Helena Jedziniak (Tennis); Jo Neiport (Lacrosse); Hillela Simpson (Squash); and Mya Steadman (Crew).
1.
Introductions.  Ms. Zeigler welcomed committee members and invited introductions by all members.

2.
Committee Roster.  Corrections to the roster were provided.  The new roster will be distributed with the committee meeting minutes.

3.
Meeting Attendance and Participation Expectations.  It was announced that changes to the meeting schedule were made for 2007-08.  Meetings will now be held every other Sunday from 7-8 p.m.  The remaining meeting dates for the fall term include September 30, October 7, October 21, November 4, November 18, and December 2.  Meeting space closer to central campus is being secured.  Executive committee and subcommittee meetings will occur on the weeks between full committee meetings. 

 4.
What is the Current Role of MHC’s SAAC?  Ms. Zeigler noted that as new members enter onto the SAAC, they bring their own perspectives of the role of MHC’s SAAC.  Members were asked to share their responses to the question, “What is the current role of MHC’s SAAC?”  The responses included the following: 
· A liaison between athletes and the administration;

· Your teammates go to you (SAAC member) about team problems;

· I thought SAAC’s role is to represent the needs of athletes to the school and administration;

· A forum for conversation & discussion about issues within or ideas for MHC athletics;

· Still not really sure;

· To recognize and promote MHC athletics across the entire campus;

· A body which facilitates communication between athletes and the administration;

· A liaison between the athletes and the NCAA;

· Be a voice for student-athletes;

· A way for student-athletes to express concerns/needs;

· Positive contributions to community (through services);

· Keep teammates up-to-date regarding happenings within athletics department;

· Share thoughts & concerns of our teammates;

· I thought it was a joke – a resume builder with little purpose;
· To create unity between teams;

· A time to facilitate trash talk/gossip about different sports teams; and

· To keep teams up-to-date with NCAA happenings.

5.
A Brief History of the NCAA SAAC.  Lori Hendricks provided a brief history of the NCAA national, conference, and institutional SAACs and the evolution of MHC’s SAAC from the captain’s council.
6.
What Should the Role of SAAC be on MHC’s Campus?  Ms. Zeigler asked the SAAC members to contemplate the role that MHC’s SAAC should have on campus.  The responses included the following:

· SAAC should be the voice of the student-athletes speaking up for all the student-athletes and greater student body at Mount Holyoke;

· Unify teams and all student-athletes;

· Female uniform attire;

· A committee that addresses issues and concerns of the athletes and improves them – a collective voice for athletic betterment;
· A group that can create more support and excitement about athletic events on campus;
· SAAC should educate students about all our facilities & promote our teams;

· SAAC should promote and emphasize sports on campus – make MHC known for academics and athletics; 

· Fundraise for MHC athletics;

· Work to update facilities;

· Attract students to sporting events/pre-events (pep rallies before big games: vs. Smith and championships); 

· Attract fans; 

· Keep teammates up-to-date regarding happenings within athletics department; and 

· Share thoughts & concerns of our teammates.

The committee voted on their top SAAC priorities, which were (1) being a committee that addresses issues and concerns of the athletes and improves them – a collective voice for athletic betterment and (2) being a group that can create more support and excitement about athletic events on campus, attracting students to sporting events/pre-events (pep rallies before big games: vs. Smith and championships).

Committee members were asked to write up a one page memorandum for the next meeting describing in more detail what each of these two priorities might look like for the SAAC.

7.
Election of SAAC Executive Committee Members.  Nominations from the floor as well as self nominations were invited for the positions of secretary and treasurer.  Arden Hemstreet (Soccer) accepted her nomination for secretary, and Katherine Conroy (Cross Country) accepted her nomination for treasurer.  Each member will serve a one year term in her respective position and will serve as a member of the SAAC executive committee.  
Nominations for the position of vice chair were solicited.  Lisa Nash (Swimming and Diving), Jess Olson (Basketball), and Natalia Sadaniantz (Swimming & Diving) were nominated.  Each candidate will write a paragraph regarding her interest in the position and will forward it to Ms. Hendricks for distribution.  Voting will be conducted online.  Each SAAC member will receive a link to the voting site prior to the next meeting.
8.
Associate Athletic Director’s Update.  Ms. Hendricks shared several specific requests for SAAC assistance.
· Admissions has requested that each team identify a student-athlete to serve as a team liaison with admissions should admissions receive requests from prospective student-athletes to speak with a current student-athlete.  It was suggested that those students who currently are profiled on the athletics website be approached.  The names of each team’s representative should be sent to Ms. Hendricks.

· Focus on Athletics, an opportunity for high impact players to visit MHC, will occur October 18-19.  Student-athlete hosts will be needed.  SAAC members were asked to start compiling a list of host names for their teams.

· The Career Center will be launching its new ‘Your Plan’ this Thursday and Friday, September 20-21.  Athletics has been asked to think about how this developmental approach to preparing for post-graduation might be tailored to meet the needs of student-athletes.  Ms. Hendricks is looking for a small group of student-athletes to assist in a review of ‘Your Plan.’  SAAC members were asked to invite interested teammates to talk with Ms. Hendricks.  Any student-athlete who is personally interested in attending the launch of ‘Your Plan’ is invited. Information is available from Ms. Hendricks.  Chef Jeff cookies will be available to all participants in the 30 minute sessions on Thursday and Friday.

· Ms. Nash, Ms. Olson, and Natasha Payes will represent MHC at the NCAA Regional Leadership Conference, October 19-21, in Boston.  These student-athletes will be accompanied by Tanya Williams, MHC coordinator of multicultural affairs.  This group will develop an action plan on behalf of the SAAC to address issues of diversity in athletics.

9.
NCAA National Leadership Conference Update.  Ashley Didion provided an update on her action plan, “What You Gotta Know Before Getting in the SAAC!,” constructed at the national leadership conference.  Her three action plan goals are (1) spreading the news about the MHC SAAC to MHC student-athletes; (2) posting local and national NCAA issues in the reach of MHC student-athletes; and (3) creating forums for discussion with SAAC members.  Individuals interested in working on this initiative were encouraged to contact Ms. Didion.  Further information will be distributed via email.

10.
Future Meetings.

· Sunday, September 30 (7-8 p.m.): Location TBD

· Sunday, October 7 (7-8 p.m.): Location TBD

· Sunday, October 21 (7-8 p.m.): Location TBD

· Sunday, November 4 (7-8 p.m.): Location TBD

· Sunday, November 18 (7-8 p.m.): Location TBD

· Sunday, December 2 (7-8 p.m.): Location TBD

11.
Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned by Ms. Zeigler at 8:05 p.m. 
#   #   #   #   #  
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