M I N U T E S

Mount Holyoke College Student-Athlete Advisory Committee
October 28, 2018
Kendade 305 (7 – 9 p.m.)
Participants: 



Ireland Clare Kennedy, Basketball
Simone Jacobs, Cross Country
Emsie Cronin, Cross Country 
Abby Watkins, Equestrian	
Emma Recchi, Equestrian	
Maddie Miller, Field Hockey	
Colby Newsham, Field Hockey	
Courtney Qiu, Golf
Stephanie Spitzer, Golf		
Meryl Phair, Lacrosse	
Deyscha Smith, Lacrosse	
Zoe Zelkowitz, Rowing	
Liz Hazen, Rowing	
Abby Tuckett, Soccer
Kuzivakwashe Madungwe, Squash	
Bri Groves, Swimming and Diving	
Sarah Ratzlaff, Swimming and Diving	
Natalie Burkett, Swimming and Diving
Riley Hicks, Swimming and Diving
Clara Wang, Tennis
Anya Gerasimova, Tennis		
Michelle Serrano, Track & Field	
Julia Hecking, Track & Field	
Olivia Wrobleski, Track & Field
Cameron Graham, Volleyball
Naomi Brown, SGA Liaison
Summer Hutcheson, Athletics Admin


The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m eastern time by the chair, Ms. Bri Groves. The members noted above were present. 
Welcome and Announcements (Bri)

Approval of the October 14, 2018 Minutes [Supplement No. 1 – hardcopies will not be available at the meeting] (Sarah) 
Approved.

Team and SuperFan Updates 
Cross Country placed six out of 11 at NEWMAC Championships. This was up from 10th place last year.
Cross Country wants to nominate Julia Cronin for Super Fan. 
Equestrian won their home show, and three riders qualified for regionals.
Rowing at Seven Sisters got 3rd place overall. The Novice Eight won and Varsity came in 4th.
Liz Hazen was named to the Seven Sisters All Regatta Team.
Zoe Zelkowitz thanked Lori Hendricks for driving all the way out to Boston to support! 
Volleyball beat Smith in GOW last week. First time in four years that MHC has beat Smith. 
Field Hockey made it to NEWMAC Playoffs. The first game is against Smith next Tuesday at Smith. 
Swim & Dive had first meet against Assumption. They also had a great turnout at the alum meet and won against Smith this past weekend. 

SGA Update (Naomi) 
Went over Title IX restrictions in Senate.
The school legally can’t say anything about the ongoing investigation.  
Students should go to Shannon De Silva, the Title IX Coordinator, or Kijua Sanders-McMurty, the Diversity and Inclusion Officer, for questions and concerns.  

NCAA Legislation Voting (Programming Subcommittee)
Lori Hendricks gave an introduction stressing the importance of the student-athlete input on the legislation. 
Lori Hendricks represented Mount Holyoke athletics administration. Aldo Santiago represented the coaches. Kerstin Nordstrom represented Mount Holyoke faculty.   
Discussion and Voting: 

Organization - Board of Governors - Independent Members
Discussion: 
Simone Jacob asked if this would were to fail, would it give room for more equality among representation for DII and DIII athletes in the future? 
Summer Hutcheson answered most likely not. 
Administrators unanimously supported this. The new basketball FBI investigation shows there is an ongoing problem throughout the NCAA that needs to be addressed. 
Faculty are in support. More oversight is good. The process of how the executives are chosen is weird, seeing how it is chosen by the current board, but it is a step in the right direction.
Coaches unanimously supported this. They want objectivity and independence. 
SAAC Members - 13-0 in support.  

Membership - Conditions and Obligations of Membership - Student Athlete Graduation Rate Reporting 
Discussion: 
Ireland Clare- Kennedy asked how are they playing if they aren’t graduating? 
Summer Hutcheson clarified that they play a couple years then they drop out. So, this legislation would help make sure the school is doing everything it can to retain the athletes. 
Summer Hutcheson clarified that this is only for DIII. 
Administration supported unanimously. MHC already does a lot of this reporting, so it would be minimal work. 
Faculty support this. Concern over yet another administration burden and details to work out such as who counts as a student-athlete, but it would be helpful in figuring out how to best support student-athletes. 
Coaches support this. 
SAAC Members 13-0 in support. 

Amaterism-Pre-Enrollment Educational Expenses 
Administration supports this. High school is actually more restrictive than college so this would allow for consistency between high school and college and level the playing field.
Faculty overall supports this. Concern that could turn into a system where high school students are now getting paid and creating another scheme on the high school level, but it does allow for consistency. 
Coaches support this. It would benefit those who otherwise could not afford to attend certain prep schools. 
SAAC Members 12 support, 1 abstained. 

Recruiting - Electronic Transmissions and Publicity - Comments Before Acceptance - Social Media 
Discussion:
Liz Hazen thought this would be weird to allow coaches to follow a recruit because once they are on the team, it is very much looked down upon to be following your athlete. 
Summer Hutcheson clarified that this is private messages only, not public. 
Deyscha Smith asked how to ensure this is an appropriate relationship.
Aldo Santiago answered that coaches already email and text unchecked, so this would be similar. 
Summer Hutcheson mentioned that this is mainly for the athlete’s confidentiality and to prevent having the recruiting process publicized. 
Liz Hazen voiced that it gives coaches the agency to find and contact you in a way that you don’t give them permission first. When athletes give phone numbers to coaches, at least they have a choice in whether they want to give that info or not. 
Abby Watkins said that this allowed for a whole other side of the athlete to be seen, including family and social life. 
Lori mentioned that the prevailing legal advice to coaches is to not be on Facebook because they are mandatory reporters and must report anything they see. 
Administration supported this.
Faculty supports this because it keeps consistency over the divisions, but concern about coaches feeling obligated to have social media accounts. Not the coaches job to maintain social media.
Coaches were 7-3 in support. Some coaches just don’t have the desire to follow, especially at a DIII level where recruits don’t have a huge scholarship choice to make. 
SAAC 8 support, 5 opposed. 

Eligibility - Final Term Before Experiential Learning Requirements 
Administration supported unanimously. In support of the student experience in the classroom. Might be a benefit for women in the field of nursing who, often times, cannot participate in athletics because of requirements like this. 
Faculty are in support. Good for careers and learning. 
Coaches support this.
SAAC 13-0-0 in support. 

Playing and Practice Seasons - Field Hockey and Soccer Preseason - Establishing a Three-Day Acclimatization Period. 
Comments: 
This is the only legislation that athletes opposed. 
Field Hockey Rep Maddie Miller does not think this makes sense. It would impact the student athlete opportunities during the summer. 
Soccer Rep Abby Tuckett thinks this would be helpful for acclimatization aspect and injury prevention. This might not be the correct legislation, but want to look toward legislation that would help with this.
Ireland Clare-Kennedy thinks there needs to be more research for these specific sports. 
Deyscha Smith asked about the scope of acclimatization and why the legislation doesn’t include all sports? 
Heat, intensity of practice, stresses of moving. 
Cameron asked if all institutions have regulations regarding heat or cold weather? 
Summer Hutcheson clarified that Division III doesn’t have an overarching policy. DIII is focused on institutional autonomy, and each has own policies according to the expertise of athletic trainers. 
Administrators opposed this. Idea of acclimatization is important and we should be looking at this, but it would reduce amount of time student athletes have to do work and do summer internships and has budget impact on the institution. Maybe the New York Athletic Conference and New Jersey Athletic Conference are trying to gain a strategic advantage. 
Faculty opposed because summer learning experiences would be impacted. 
Coaches 1-9 opposed for same reasons as administration. 
SAAC Members 0-13-0 opposed. 

Playing and Practice Seasons - Football - Establishing Preseason 23 Days Before The Institutions First Permissible Contest
Discussion:
Summer Hutcheson spoke with MIT’s compliance officer. This legislation would add two or more days onto to the preseason schedule that is already longer than other sports. 
Summer said teams are pushing for this because of the 2017 legislation that prevented football teams from doing two-a-day practices. Many coaches feel like this took away time spent doing safety training for first years who come in without adequate training in high school. It also takes away from summer learning experience. It could have a huge budget impact on the institution. 
Clarified that this is permissive legislation; so schools can choose to bring football back early or not.  
Administration opposed for all reasons listed previously.
Faculty opposed. Using resources that otherwise could go to the programs. Better ways to implement this acclimatization rather than adding days. 
Coaches 1 in favor, 9 abstained. They felt like they were missing information needed to make a decision. 
SAAC 12 opposed. 1 abstained. 

Toy Drive Tabling (Liz)
SAAC members volunteered for times on the tabling sign-up sheet.

Lori Hendricks made two announcements
December 8th @ 10:30am in Abbey Chapel is the memorial service for Mika McKinney.
Friends of Athletics will cover the cost of entrance fee for Field Hockey’s game on Tuesday against Smith as part of the NEWMAC Championship Playoffs. 


Announcements  
Counseling Center Drop In Hours in Kendall Classroom. Tuesday 3-4:30pm

If you are interesting in nominating yourself for a subcommittee chair role or E-board, please find a time meet with Summer next week. 

CORRECTION: Next Game of the Week: Swimming vs. University of New England (Saturday, November 3rd hosted by Rowing)

Next Meeting: Sunday, November 11 from 7-8 pm, Kendade 305.

Adjourn. 
Adjourned at 8:43pm.
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